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RIGHT HONOURABLE | 
Sir Francis Forbes, Kn. 
LORD- MAYOR | 


OF THE ---- | 

City of LONDON _ 
My Loxo, 1 
1 HE preceding Order, 


7 Vor the Publication of 


Ss this plain Diſcourſe, is 
the only thing that muſt recom- 
mend it to the World. 
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The Dedication. 


It may ſerve, however, as a 
public Teſtimony of that religi- 

ou Reſpef, Your Lordſhip, and 
worſhipful Brethren, very quſily 
entertain for our excellent Church; 
whoſe Perfeftions, tho but faintly 
drawn in the enſuing Lines, do 
yet ſufficiently expoſe the unrea- 
 fonable Malice of her Enemies; 
and ſhew us, indeed, that ſhe 
can have none but ſuch as are 


Enemies to Chriſtianity it ſelf. 


My Lok p, 
Nothing is fo likely to render 


_ the Attempts of Popery ſuc- 
ceſiſul 


The Dedication. 
ceſsful againſt us, as Vice and 
Diviſion among Proteltants ; bus 
when I conſider the indeſatigable 
Pains your Lordſhip has uow 
for many Years undergone in the 
Magiſtracy, for the Suppreſlion 
of the One, and how ſincerely 
diſpos'd on all Occaſions to prevent 


and heal the Other: I cannot 


avoid congratulating the Happi- 
neſs of this City, on your Lord- 


ſhip's Advancement to the hizheft 


Poſt of Authority therein. 


That God may bleſs your Ford. 


ſhip with Health and Strength, 
to bear the Fatigues of that Ho- 
nourable 


The Dedication. 
nourable but Laborious Office, is 
the earneſt Prayer of, 


My Lo p, 
Your Lordſhip” $ 
moſt Obedient, 
and molt Humble 


Servant and Chaplain, 


Nov. 29, 1725. 


T. Wheatland. 


ISALIAH 54- former Part of the 
17 Verſe. 


No Weapon, that is formed againſt 


thee, ſhall proſper------ 


\ HES E Words are manifeſtly di- 
Dl reed, and indeed can only be 
& applied to the Chriſtian Church, 
of which this Evangelical Pro- 
* phet has given us a molt ſublime 
Idea in the Chapter before us; for ſhe's here 
repreſented as enlarging the Place of her Tent, 
ſtretching forth the Curtains of her Habitations, 
v. 2. Breaking forth on the right Hand and 
on. the left, v. 3. and flouriſhing in a very won- 


derful Manner, under the immediate Favour 


and Influence of the Almighty, who had enga- 


ged to defend her againſt the malicious De- 
ſigns, and violent Attempts of all her Ene- 


mies. B Many 


. on "e 


„ 


2 A Sermon Preact#d at 


Many Weapons ſhould be formed, and evil 
Tongnes riſe againſt her, (as tis ſaid in the 
Words following the Text); troubled ſhe 
might be o every Side, yet not ſo diftreſs'd, 
but that ſhe ſhould recover again, and in the 
End happily triumph over all Oppoſition, 

O thou afflitied, toſs'd with Tempeſts, and 
not comforted, v. 11. Behold, (ſays God, 
ſpeaking of the Church under the uſual Meta- 
phor of a Building) Till lay thy Stones with 
Fair Colours, and thy Foundation with Sap- 
_ phires, I will make thy Windows of Agate, 
thy Gates of Carbincles, and all thy Borders 
of pleaſant Stones ——Intending by theſe Fi- 
gures to ſhew us the great Strength and Firm- 
neſs, as well as Beauty of this divine Structure, 
that it was compos'd of the moſt precious and 
laſting Materials, and ſhould be ſo firmly efta- 
bliſh'd in Righteouſneſs, v. 14. that no Art or 
Power ſhould be ſufficient to undermine or de- 
ſtroy it. 

Behold thy Enemies, (as he goes on by the 
Prophet) ſhall ſurely gather together againſt 
thee, v. 15.— But they ſhall fall for thy 


fake. Men, be they ever ſo wickedly diſpo. 
{cd, and their Power, as great as their Malice; 


call 


St. Paul's, Nov. 5. 3 
can proceed no farther in Miſchief, than God is 
pleaſed to permit; their Hands, their Tongues, 


and every other Inſtrument they uſe to diſturb 


one another, are all under his Government and 


Controul. Behold, ſays he, I have created the 


Smith. that bringeth forth an Inſtrument for 


his Ihork, and I have created the Waſter to de- 
ſtroy, v. 16. and when I have important Ends 
to ſerve by the Sons of Violence, ] let em looſe, 
to lay waſte, to humble and deſtroy proud re- 
bellious Nations, but my Church has nothing 


of this kind to fear: Over her the Maſter ſhall 


have no Power, in vain are his Plots and Pro- 
jects, in vain does he make ready his Bo, his 
Szword, and his Spear —— No Weapon that is 
formed againſt thee ſhall proſper —— 

The Words then, you ſee, contain a Pro- 
miſe to the Church, of a very high and com- 
prehenſive Nature, no leſs than a perpetual 
Defence and Preſervation from all deſtructive 
Deſigns, and Conſpiracies whatſoever ; a Pro- 
miſe he has hitherto accompliſh'd in all Ages, 
ever ſince the firſt Eſtabliſhment of Chriſtiani- 
ty, and what he's reſolved to make good even 

to the End of Time. 


23 Ia 


4 A Sermon Preach'd at 
In the following Diſcourſe therefore on theſe 
Words, (and to adapt them more immedi- 


ately to the Occaſion of the preſent Solemnity) 
I ſhall intreat your Patience to conſider, 


- my 
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I. How far the Promiſe here given of a 
perpetual Security and Protection to the 
Church zu general, may be juſtly applied 
to any /mgle Branch of it, or to our own 
in particular. 

II. To produce ſome of the moſt remarkable 
Inſtances (that of this Day eſpecially) 
wherein God has hitherto actually fulfil- 

led this Promiſe to our ſelves. 

III. and Laftly, 1 ſhall conclude with a ſuit- 
able Application, and endeavour to point 
out the Way, how to ſecure the ſame di- 
vine Protection for the future. And, 


I. I am to enquire, How far the Promiſe 
here made of a perpetual Security and Protec- 
tion to the Church in general, may be juſtly 
applyed to any ſingle Branch of it, or to our 
own in particular. 

That God will always preſerve a Church 
upon Earth, 1. & a Society of Men united in 

ud | the 


H. Paul's, Nov. 5. 5 
the Worſhip of the true God, and his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, is what we have many repeated 
Aſſurances of in the Goſpel, where our Lord 
declares, he would build his Church on ſo 
ſure a Foundation, that the Gates of Hell ſhould 
not prevail againſt it (a), that he would be 
preſent with, and preſide over it zo the Find of 
the World (b) ; that no Aſſault of its Enemy 
ſhould ever ſuccced to its final univerſal Ruin. 
And this was no more than the genuine Effect, 
the juſt Reward of his own Meritorious Suffer- 
ings, who died for this End, that he might 
purchaſe to himſelf a peculiar People (c that 


he might ſee his Seed (d) (as the Prophet 


foretold) the Travel of his Soul, and be ſu- 
riafy a. 
D Upon his prevailing Interceſſion, God gave 
him the Heathen for his Inheritance, i the 
utmoſt Parts of the Earth for his Poſſeſſion (e). 
All Power was put into his ns (f), and his 
Kingdom that which fhall never be de- 
Arch d (8). „ 
Theſe few Paſlages of Scripture are an a- 
bundant Proof, that this Kingdom or Church 


(a) Mat. 16. 18, (5) Mat. 28. 20. (c) Tie. 2-14, (d)-I6 43, 
n (ELIOT'S 


of 


6 A Sermon Preach'd at 
of Chriſt ſhall always ſubſiſt in the World, 


even to the End of it ; but in what particular 


Place or Nation, can't ſo eaſily be determined, 
'The Kingdom of God, we find, has been often 
remov d from one People to another, and the 
Light of the Goſpel taken away from ſuch as 
lov'd Darhneſs rather than Light, and given 
to others that would be better diſpos'd 20 bring 
forth Fruit in their Lives and Converſati- 


ons (). Where arc the Seven Churches of 


Aſia, once the Glory of tlie ChriſtianWorld (7)? 
How is their Lamp extinguiſſid, and put ont 
in Obſcirity (k) How are theſe Countries 
which had once the glorious Light of the 


_ Goſpel ſhining upon them, now muſerably 


overſpread with Darkneſs and Ignorance, their 
Temples turnd into Moſques, and their Lands 
polleſs'd by Turks and Infidels! 

From which dreadful Examples we learn, 
that no particular Church is any longer en- 
tituled to the Promiſe of the Text, than whilſt 
it continues in ſome Degree worthy of it : 
When it falls from its Integrity, and becomes 
polluted by the Sins and Corruptions of its 

Members, 


2 
4 


©) Mat. 2 1. 43. (i) Rev. 1. 20. (&) Prov, 20. 20. 


St. Paul's, Nov. 8. 7 


Members; tis then rejected and caſt out of the 
Divine Protection. For though the Promiſe 
to the Chriſtian Church in general be ahſolute, 
and without Reſerve, founded on the Merits 
and Interceſſion of Chriſt, (1) (who is able to 
preſerve it, and will, without Spot or Blemiſh (n) 
to the laſt Great Day) yet with reſpect to any 


one in particular, tis Conditional, and muſt 


depend on its own Temper and Conſtitution, 


and the Conduct and Behaviour of ſuch as be- 


long to it. 

But to bring this Point a little cloſer to our 
ſelves. Let us conſider now what Claim we 
of the Church of England have to the Promiſe 
of this Text ; and how far we may reaſonably 
hope to partake in the great Privilege convey'd 
thereby. 

And here, If the Safety of a Church 3 


on its own Innocence and Integrity, this opens 


a very comfortable Proſpect; for if we reflect 
on the Purity and Excellency of our Conſtitu- 
tion, whether in reſpect to its Doctrine or 
Worſhip, we may without Vanity, challenge 
the World to ſhew any pr eferable or 5 


equal to it. 
The 


(1) John 10. 28. & 17, 203 Oc. (m) Eph, 5. 27. 


1 ow. 7 d 
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The Doctrines of our Church are all found- 
ed on the Word of God: Not one Article of 
our Faith but is litterally contain'd in the New 
Teſtament. We build not upon uncertain Tra- 
dition, nor do we teach for Dodctrines the 
Commandments of Men. We defy the moſt 
acute Malice to find an Inſtance, wherein we 
have either corrupted, perverted, or conceal'd 
any Part of Scripture, or put any other Inter- 
pretation upon it, than what appears to un- 
 byaſ'd Reaſon to be the genuine Senſe and 
Import of it. 

Our Church does not fill Mens Heads with 
idle Legends and empty Fables, but endeavours 
to infuſe into our Minds the love of ſolid 
Vertue ; to perſwade us to do Juſtice, to love 
Mercy, and to walk humbly with our God (n). 
She takes all poſſible Care to give Ceſar his 
Due, and God his Honour, and will own none 
for her true Sons but ſuch as are truly Loyal 
and Obedient to the King : She allows of no 
Plots againſt the State, no Aſſaſſinations, Maſ- - 
Tony or Perſecutions for the fake of Religi- 

: She enjoyns us to obſerve the eſtabliſhed 
Laws, 


(n) Mic. 6. 8. 


t. Paul's, Nov. 5. 


Laws, not only for Weitk but for Con- 
ſcience ſake ; to pray for Kings, and all 


9 


that are in Authority, that we may lead a 


quiet and peaceable Life in all Godlineſs and 
Honeſty (o). 

If we examine into the Faith of the Romiſh 
Church, we ſhall find it calculated, not for 


the promotion of Piety, but to ſerve private 


Ends and ambitious Deſigns, How many un- 
neceſſary, unlawful Impoſitions are bound on 


the Conſciences of Men, under the arrogant 


Pretence of a divine infallible Authority 2? 
How induſtrious are they to keep their People 
in Ignorance, by forbidding, or at leaſt diſ- 
couraging all Recourſe to the Holy Scriptures? 
How many of their Doctrines directly tend to 
ſubvert the plaineſt Rules of Morality, to de- 
bauch the World, and make Men Savages to 
one another? 

God be prais'd, the Members of our Church 
are not thus inſtructed, they have not ſo 
learn d Chriſt, to the diſhonour of Human Na- 
ture: They are taught to abhor all ſuch 
wicked Tenets, and every thing elſe that is 

C cCon- 


(o) 1 Tim. 2. 2. 
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10 A Sermon Preachd at 
contrary to good — and ſound Reli- 


gion. 
As for the Worſhip of our Church, that 


likewiſe is eſtabliſhed according to the beſt 
and primitive Pattern: We have a Liturgy ſo 


wiſely and judiciouſly compos'd, for the Im- 
provement of Knowledge and Devotion, with 
Ceremonies the moſt decent, grave, and in- 
ſtructive; and ſo manifeſtly tending to advance 
true Piety in the Heart, that if Men would 


conſult their Reaſon and not their Prejudices, 


they muſt conclude 'tis highly acceptable to 
the God of Order. Here's no praying in an 
unknown Tongue ; no adoring of Saints and 
Angels; no proſtration to Relicts, Pictures, 
and Images; no pompous Pageantry to raiſe 
Superſtition in the Ignorant, or draw Con- 
tempt from the Prophane: Here's nothing re- 
quir'd, but according to the Apoſtles Rule for 
Chriſtian Edifcation (p) ; nothing ſaid or done 
but what's moſt Sober, Solemn, and Subſtantial; 


and moſt becoming the e n of the 


Great Creator. 


In 


Gg 14, 26... 


H. Paul's, Nov. 5. 11 
In a Word, Were we to run through every 


Article of our Faith, every Part of our Wor- 
ſhip, we ſhould meet with no Marks of a 


modern Invention ; nothing but what's exactly 


conſonant to Holy Scripture, and to the Faith 
and Practice of the pureſt Ages of Chriſtia- 


nity, long before the Innovations of Popery 


were known in the World. 


Let it ſuffice, that we have that Truth in 


our Doctrine, that Purity in the Frame and 
Conſtitution of our Church, which we are ſure 
muſt be highly agrecable to the Will of God, 


and conſequently can never want the watchful 


Care and Concern of his good Providence, 
who is a Lover of Truth, and will always 
continue to be the great Patron and Protector 
of it. 
labs all her Perfections, we muſt 
expect the malicious Tongues of her Adver- 
ſaries will ſometimes riſe againſt her, will a- 
buſe, calumniate, and revile her, (for ſo they 
did the Holy and Immaculate Jeſus) but ill 


ſhe may with a modeſt Aſſurance, reply to all 


their Calumnies as he did, which of you con- 


vincerh me of Sin (q) ? Tis impoiſible to prove 
Wr . 


— 


=o Joha 8. 46. 


12 A Sermon Preach'd at 
any Term of our Communion ſinful, or any 
Circumſtance of our Worſhip diſagreeable to, 
or condemn'd by the Word of God. 

No! We have nothing on that Score 
to be afraid or aſhamed of, nothing can 
deprive us of the divine Protection, but our 
own Unfruitfulneſs under the pious Inſtitutions 
of ſo excellent a Church. This, I confeſs, is 
what we have Reaſon to bluſh at, and what 
may juſtly alarm our Fears and Apprehenſions. 

As God has engag'd his infallible Word to 
ſupport the Chriſtian Religion, in defiance of 
all its Enemies, ſo we have no Reaſon to ſup- 
poſe he'll remove it from any People that 
have embrac'd it, till they arrive at that ex- 
travagant height of Folly as to abuſe and 
deſpiſe it ; and till there's no Hope left of their 
rr wh under it: And in ſuch a Caſe, 
when Men are grown hardned and inſenſible, 
it becomes a Mercy in God to withdraw thoſe 
Means of Grace, which if continued, would 
only aggravate their Guilt, and increaſe their 
Eternal Condemnation. 

Thus have we. conlider'd the Nature and 
Extent of the Promiſe here made of a perpe- 
tual Security and Preſervation to the Church 


in 


St. Paul's, Nov. 5 13 
in general; and how far we may ſafely ap- 
ply it to our own, 8. whilſt it maintains 


ts Innocence uncorrupted, and we are careful 


to adorn it by a ſuitable Demeanor, 


proceed now, 
II. To remind you of ſome of the moſt re- 


markable Inſtances (eſpecially that of this 


Day) wherein God has hitherto fulfilled this 
Promiſe to our ſelves, by defeating the per- 
nicious Deſigns, and wicked Practices of our 
Enemies againſt us, 

Tis well known how many Weapons have 
been prepar d, how many Tongues and Pens 
employ'd, and what politick Meaſures have 
been ſet a-foot, ever ſince the Reformation, 
to corrupt and deſtroy the Church of Euglaud 
(the ſole Fence and Bulwark of the Proteſtant 
Religion) by a ſet of Men, that pay no Re- 


gard to the Laws of God, or the Dictates of 


Humanity ; whom no Oaths or Engagements 
can bind, who think all Methods lawful, and 
ſtick at no Villany to compaſs their Ends: 
Men, that have no Senſe of common Honeſty 


to reſtrain them, no Principle of ſound Reli-- 
gion to controul them; but what's worſt of 
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all, are puſh'd on by a blind and furious Zeal, 
to perpetuate the moſt horrid Crimes; and 
perſwaded they do God Service by the Perſe- 
cution and Murder of their Fellow-creatures. 

Such is the Spirit, and ſuch (we have too 
often felt to our Sorrow) has been the oper 
and avow'd Practice of theſe Incendiaries of 
the World, the Jeſuits, and Bigots of the 
Church of Rome. 


In the beginning of the Reformation; when 
they had all the Means and Opportunities of 
Learning in their own Hands, had taken away 
the Key of Knowledge, and kept the People 
ſo long in the dark, that it was not eaſy for 
them to diſcern the Cheat ; they made a Shozy 
of reaſoning the Matter calmly, and debating 
it in the way of Controverſy and Diſpute : 
But even Shen, there were not wanting many 
excellent Confeſſors ( ſome among this. loweſt 
of the People) that by the bare force of ſimple 
Truth, confounded all their ſubtle Sophiſtry ; 
had a Mouth and Il iſdom given them from 
above (%)), which the moſt Ingenious of their 
Adverſaries could not ial ; Who were 


there- 


— .4 HP. ot — — 


(r) Luke 21. 16. 


St. Paul's, Nov. 5. 15 
therefore forc'd to lay aſide their Syllogiſms, 
and apply to more ſubſtantial Arguments, 

They ſoon perceiv'd that Truth was againſt 
them, and their Cauſe too bad to be main-- 
tain'd by ſober Reaſon : This put 'em imme- 
diately upon ſecret Plots and open Violence, 1 
upon the moſt cruel Maſſacres and Perſecutions . 
to deſtroy thoſe they were not able to co- 
fute. | 

What dreaatul Tragedies and Executions ; |! 
what a ſhocking Scene of Blood and Slaughter ] N 
does the ſhort Reign of Queen Mary preſent [| 
us with ! How many Fires were kindled, and 
Sacrifices made in all the Corners of the Land, 
to gratify the implacable Rage of Popifs 
Zeal ! 

But the Blood of theſe Martyrs, like that in 
the Primitive Ages, only made the Church 
more fruitful, and true Religion to ſpread it 
ſelf the further. 

Under the next Reign therefore, when the 
Reform'd Religion was reſtor'd and eſtabliſh'd, 
and that Ozeen, fo much the delight of her 
Subjects, as render'd all their 'Tumults and 
Diſturbances at Some unſiucceſsiul ; they pre- 
par'd a Fortian Power to invade the Kingdom, a 
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(that formidable Fleet from Hain) which re- 
cciv'd the Pope's ſolemn Benediction, and ap- 
pear d to be, what he had pronounced it, In- 
vincible ; But being diſpers'd by a providential 
Storm, ſoon diſcover d the vanity of that Ap- 
pellation. 
Aſter this, follow'd the black Conſpiracy, 
and unparalell'd Treaſon of this Day, wherein 
our Enemies ſeem to have united all their 
Craft and Malice, as if they were reſolv'd to 
make amends for former Miſcarriages, and 
fave themſelves the trouble of future Attempts, 
by cutting off the whole Nation, King, No- 
bles and Commons, at one compendious Blow, 
and laying all its Honour in the Duſt at once, 
A Conſpiracy ſo inexpreſſibly Wicked and 
Cruel, beyond all the Examples of former 
Ages, that one could not eafily imagine it 
ſhould ever have enter'd into the Heart of 
Man, did we not find the infamous Authors 
took a Pride in owning it: One of em calling 
it the beſt Cauſe, and what he lo d more than 
his Life (s) ; and (t) another was canoniz d, 
and made a wm by the Feſuits at Rome (9). 
And 


th Sty Everar Digby. (?) Garnet, (») Fuller and Echard' s 
Church Mon, | 
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And were theſe Men Chriſtians ? — 80 
indeed they call'd themſelves, to the great and 
horrible Prophanation of that Sacred Name ! 


But, bleſſed be the merciful Providence of 
God, who did, as on this Day, in a wonder- 
ful manner, diſappoint their bloody and bar- 


barous Deſigns, ſo deeply laid, as to exceed 


the reach of human Imagination to diſcover ; 
and brought ſo very near the Execution, as 
nothing but his immediate Interpoſal could have 
prevented ! 


And, as if it were the Will of Heaven, this 
memorable Day ſhould never be forgotten, God 
has been pleas d to ſignalize it by a freſh Inſtance 

of his Mercy, in ſending a ſeaſonable Delive- 
Trance to this Church and Nation; when, in a 
late unhappy Reign, they were both again 
falling a Sacrifice to Popiſh Tyranny and Ar- 
bitrary Power. 


Theſe are ſuch undeniable Evidences, ſuch 
viſible Monuments of the Divine Providence 
and Protection over us, that, I preſume, the 
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ery mention of em, will be ſufficient to ex- 
cite our utmoſt Gratitude. ——Bleſſings of ſo 
univerſal and extenſive an Influence, that to 
them we owe the preſent Enjoyment of all 
other Bleſſings, our Laws, our Liberties, our 
Religion, our Lives, and every thing elſe 
that's valuable and dear, in regard to this World 
or another. 


Permit me only to offer one Word further 
before I conclude this Head, in order to infuſe 
a right Notion, and due Senſe of thoſe ſur- 
priſing Deliverances God has wrought for us. 
A ſerious Reflection on the many great and 
imminentDangers we have thus happily eſcap'd, 
will ſoon convince us, That our Help can 
ftand only in the Name of the Lord (w), O be 
thou our Help in Trouble (may we ſay with 
the Pſalmiſt) for frail is the Power, and weak 
is the Policy of Man (x)! Except the Lord 
keep the City, the Watchman, or the Coun- 
cellor, be he ever fo wiſe and vigilant, 
waketh but in vain(y) ; and yet, ſuch is either 

"= our 
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our Infidelity or Inadvertency on theſe Occa- 
ſions, that, we are extreamly apt to adore 
the Inſtrument, and over/ook the inviſible Hand 
that employs it for our Defence, We fix our 
Eyes on ſecond Cauſes, and pay all our Ho- 
mage to an Arm of Fleſh, and too often for- 
get God, our firſt and principal Saviour. 


But ſurely this is the Way to make him 
forget and abandon us to thoſe broken Reeds 
we are ſo deſirous of truſting to ; for God is 
zealous of his Honour; and will no longer 
think himſelf oblig'd to take Care of us, than 
whilſt we are careful to return him the Ho- 


nour due unto his Name, by a ſincere Grati- 


tude and conſcientious Obedience. 


Which leads me in the 
Third and Laſt Place, to make a brief Ap- 
| plication of what has been ſaid ; and point 
out the way how to ſecure the ſame favoura- 
ble Providence over us for the future, of 
which we have had ſo many happy Experien- 
ces and Demonſtrations in former Ages. 
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AND, _ 

HFirſt, From the Doctirne laid lon under 
the firſt Head of this Diſcourſe, it evidently 
appears, that not only the Chriſtian Church 
in general, but alſo every ſound Branch of it 
in particular, ſtands entituled to God's imme- 
diate Care and Protection, ſo long as it con- 
tinues to preſerve its Purity; and to produce 
ſuch excellent Fruits and Diſpoſitions (as the 
Chriſtian Religion was intended to create) in 
the Hearts and Lives of Men. Hence we ob- 
ſerve, how much 'tis the Wiſdom of the Se- 
cular Power to conſult the Benefit and Pro- 
ſperity of ſuch a Church, to defend it from 
the Encroachments of Error in Principle, 
and from Corruptions and Immoralities in 
Practice. | 


Tor as the Chriſtian Religion is an Inſtitution 
the moſt Friendly to human Society, and has 
a natural Tendeney to promote the Happineſs 
of the State (as it forbids all Treaſon, Sedition, 
and Rebellion, and recommends Peace, O- 
bedience, and univerſal Charity) So it may, 
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on theſe Accounts, be a bleſſed Inſtrument of 
engaging the Aſſiſtance of Heaven on its ſide, 
againſt the Power of Foreign Invaders: Many 
Cities have been ſav'd, many Kingdoms de- 
liver'd for the ſake of a few Righteous Per- 
ſons therein. By the Bleſſing of the Upright 
(ſays Solomon) the City is exalted ; whereas 
tis overthrown by the Mouth of theIWicked (2). 
And again, Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation. 
but Sin is a Reproach to any People (a), 


And therefore, 


Secondly, If the Church of England has all 


thoſe excellent Qualities, which juſtly entitle 
her to the Divine Protection, and is every way 
conſtituted for the Advancement of true Piety 


and Vertue among Men. Hence has ſhe all 


poſſible Grounds to expect the continual Fa- 
vour and Countenance of the Civil Govern- 
ment; and that due Eſteem and Reſpect from 
her Children, which may keep em ſteady to 
her Intereſt under all Extremities. bays 


Indeed, 


(z) Prov. 11. 11. (a) Prov, 14. 34. 
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Indeed, our Church and State are ſo hap- 
pily interwoven, and incorporate with each 
other; ſo far united in one and the ſame u- 
tereſt, that they muſt ſtand or fall together. 
"Tis therefore with the higheſt Pleaſure and 
Satisfaction, that all the Well-wiſhers to both, 
do now behold a Prince on the 'Throne, who 


bas ever been the great Guardian and De- 


fender of the Proteſtant Faith ; and by his /ate 


earneſt Endeavours for its Support abroad, 


has evidently convine'd us, how ſolicitous he'll 


be on all Occaſions for its Honour and Security 


at home. 


Thirdly, Let us all then, in our reſpective 


Stations, concur with the Providence of God, 


and the generous Labours of his Majeſty, in 
exerting our own ſincere Endeavours for the 
laſting Support of our preſent happy Conſtitu- 
tion. O pray ſor the Peace of Jeruſalem (5), 
for the Peace both of Church and State. Our 


Religion and Country claim our kindeſt Wiſhes, 


our moſt affectionate Prayers. We are bleſt at 
preſent 
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preſent with the moſt perfect Religion, the wiſeſt 


Laws, with Peace, Plenty and Proſperity. 
Let no little mercenary Views divert us from 
doing all we can to tranſmit theſe Bleſſings 


ſafe to the lateſt Poſterity. 


To this end, whilſt we are expreſſing our 


Joy and Confidence, in the overflowing Fa- 


vours and Mercies of God towards us; we 


muſt not lay aſide that prudent Caution, that 
Vigilance and Induſtry which is requiſite to 


defend our ſelves, and which a religious 'Fruſt 
in the Divine Power and Goodneſs does by 
no means exclude, Tis the Advice of our 
Bleſſed Lord, and in no reſpect inconſiſtent 
with the Character of his Diſciples: To be 
wiſe as Serpents, whilſt we are harmleſs as 
Doves (c). 


Aſter all the dreadful Experience we have 
had, of the Treatment to be expected from 
our inveterate Adverſaries of the Church of 


Rome, not to be awake, not to be upon our 
Guard, would be down-right Folly and Infa- 


tuation. When we ſee Deſigns forming, and 


Engines 
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Engines daily at Work to divide and deſtroy 
us, ſhould not this put us upon all lawful 
Meaſures to eſcape their Snares ? As for that 
unchriſtian perſecuting Spirit, or thoſe baſe 
diſhoneſt Arts they are ſo fond of, far be ſuch 
from our Thoughts, our Cauſe needs em 
not; we muſt not do Evil that Good may 
come,——PBut one Thing we may obſerve in 
them, which it would be ot great Happineſs 
to imitate, and that is, a firm Union and 
Concord among themſelves, 


How much ſoever they differ in other Points, 
they all agree in a ſteady vigorous Promotion 


of, what they call, the Carbolick Canſe ; when 
that appears to be in Queſtion, they are a// 


united as one Man. 


And why can't we learn this Miſdom from 
our Enemies? hy can't the ſcatter'd Forces 
of us Proteſtants be brought into a cloſer Or- 
der? and they that are ſeparated too far from 


- US, as well as each other, draw nearer toge- 


ther for our mutual Preſervation ? ſince we 
have one Faith, one God, one Saviour, and 
the 
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the ſame common Intereſt, why can't we join 


our Hearts and Hands againſt the common 
ae | 


But if this be a Happineſs rather to be wiſh'd 
for than expected in this undeſerving degene- 
rate Age—Let us, however, who have the 
Honour to belong to ſo pure and excellent 
a Branch of the Chriſtian Church, be ready 


on all Occaſions to ſhew a juſt Concern in its 


Defence; and ſince its future Safety depends 
in a great Meaſure on the Conduct and Beha- 
viour of 44s, its Members, let us take Care in 
he: 


Fourth and laſt Place, and above all Things, 
To add to our Zeal, all the Vertues and Graces 
of a good Life. As we have been now long 
ſince Reform'd in our Faith, let us be per- 
0 to reform a er, Otherwiſe 


4 


Be our . ever 0 primitive and pure, 


this will never preſerve it from Deſolation, 


when it becomes polluted and e by our 


4 bominations, 
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As therefore we deſire the Glory and Pro- 
ſperity of our Church, we muſt adorn it by a 
virtuous Life, we muſt keep our own Innocenc®© 
and Integrity untainted ; and this ſhall fight 
for us againſt the Enemy, better than 
mighty Shield and a firong Spear *. 


In one Word, and to conclude 

Let the Doctrines of our Church have their 
juſt Influence on our Hearts ; let her Worſhip 
be duly frequented and devoutly perform'd ; 
let all her pious Inſtitutions have their intend- 
ed Effects, and be the means of inſpiring true 
Piety, Peace, and Charity into our Minds, 
and then ſhe can't fail of being a laſting Ho- 
nour and Safe-guard to this Kingdom, as well 
as a Praiſe in the whole Earth: Then may 
we ſecurely rely on the never-failing Pro- 
tection of Divine Providence over her, and 


no Weapon that is 5 Jorm > againſt. her ſhalt 


proſper. 5 
By IWhich 
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Ippich God of bis infnire Mercy grant, 
for the Merits and Interceſſion of our 
dear Redeemer ; to whom with the 
Father and Holy Spirit be aſcrib'd 
(as is moſt due) all Honour and Do- 
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minion, Praiſe and Obedience, throughout 


all Churches of the Saints, Benceforth and 
| for evermore. Amen, 
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